
Commercial, private and noncertified applicators must be at least 18 years old to apply a restricted use

pesticide (RUP).

Noncertified applicators can work under the direct supervision of a certified applicator for the initial 21

days of employment. If applying a RUP under direct supervision during this time, they must meet

qualification requirements. 

Immediate family members 16 and older can work under the direct supervision of a certified private

applicator to apply a RUP on their family farm but must meet qualification requirements.

“Direct supervision” means the certified applicator must be physically present at the application site,

and within sight or hearing distance of the supervised person. 

Commercial and private applicators providing direct supervision to noncertified applicators must maintain

detailed records and retain them for 2 years.

Discontinues the oral examination option for applicators taking certification tests.

Allows IDALS to issue civil penalties to private applicators for misuse violations.

New Certified Private and Commercial
Applicator Standards Going into Effect in 2026
Safe, responsible and timely pesticide

applications are critical to protecting our

country’s food supply, homes and buildings,

recreational areas, landscaping and more.

Iowa’s private and commercial pesticide

applicators are on the front lines of this

important work. 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land

Stewardship’s rules for certifying pesticide

applicators are changing to meet federal

standards set by the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA). The rule changes

are going into effect January 1, 2026. 

WHAT CHANGED IN IOWA?

WHAT TRAINING AND TESTING RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE?

Updated testing standards will go into effect when you apply for a new or renew an existing pesticide

applicator certification. Training manuals are available through the Iowa State University Extension and

Outreach Store at store.extension.iastate.edu.

Additional information about Iowa’s applicator licensing, certification and testing requirements are available on

the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship’s website at iowaagriculture.gov/pesticide-

bureau/applicator-licensing-certification.
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