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IOWA WEATHER SUMMARY — MAY 2017

General Summary. lowa temperatures averaged 58.6° or 1.5° below normal while precipitation totaled 4.85 inches
or 0.29 inches above normal. This ranks as the 69™ coolest and 44" wettest May among 145 years of records.
This was the coolest May since 2008 and wettest since 2013.

Temperatures. May began with unseasonably cold weather for the first four days of the month. Cherokee
reported the lowest temperature of the month with a 27° reading on the morning of the 2". No freezes were
recorded anywhere in lowa after the 4™. Above normal temperatures prevailed each day from the 5™ through the
17" Temperatures climbed into the nineties on the 8", 15" and 16™ over portions of the southwest one-half of the
state. Highest temperatures were 94° readings at Little Sioux on the 8" and Shenandoah on the 15". May finished
with mostly cooler than usual weather for the final two weeks of the month. The coldest late-month weather came
on the 19", 20" and 21 when daytime high temperatures were only in the forties over portions of northern lowa.

Heating Degree Day Totals. Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day totals, were 8%
greater than last May and 16% greater than normal. Heating degree day totals so far this season (since July 1,
2016) are running 2% less than last season at this time and 15% less than normal.

Precipitation. Widespread rain which prevailed over the final three days of April continued into the first day of
May with the rain changing to snow over far northwestern lowa on the night of April 30 and into the morning of
May 1%. The snow briefly accumulated northwest of a Le Mars to Spirit Lake line with a maximum amount of two
inches reported at Lester. A prolonged period of warmer, and mostly dry weather prevailed statewide from the 2"
into the 15™ and allowed a large amount of planting progress to be made, although moderate to locally heavy rain
on the 10" interrupted field work for a few days over the southeast two-thirds of lowa. Frequent widespread
moderate to heavy rain from the 16™ through the 20", along with a turn to much colder weather, put a stop to
planting activity until fields slowly dried out later in the month. Despite the weather delays at mid-month the
percentage of corn and beans planted by month’s end was near normal for late May. However, planting was most
delayed in south central lowa where both April, and the second week of May, was wetter than elsewhere in the
state. Overall, May rain totals were well above normal across west central lowa and least over the far southeast.
Monthly rain totals varied from 2.51 inches at Fort Madison to 8.24 inches near Anita.

Severe Weather. There were numerous dates with isolated severe storms during May on the 7", 8" 10", 14" 19",
22" 27" and 28"™. However, one of the most active severe thunderstorm periods in the past few years came at
mid-month on three consecutive nights beginning on the 15", The first event brought reports of high winds and/or
large hail from 19 counties across the north one-third of the state. The next night a band of severe storms were
focused across west central into north central lowa with large hail and/or high winds reported from 28 counties.
However, the largest severe weather outbreak by far came on the evening of the 17" when high winds and/or large
hail was reported from 57 counties, mostly along and east of Interstate Highway 35. The three nights combined to
bring severe weather reports from 75 of Towa’s 99 counties.

Spring Summary. Temperatures for the three spring months of March, April and May averaged 48.8° or 0.5°
above normal while precipitation totaled 11.28 inches or 1.06 inches above normal. This ranks as the 29" warmest
and 32™ wettest spring among 145 years of records.
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IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY - MAY 2017

May 2017

WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F)

HEATING DEGREE DAYS

PRECIPITATION (inches)

SNOWFALL|

May 2017 May 2017 Since Jul., 1, 2016 May 2017 Since Jan.1, 2017 | May 2017
DISTRICT Average Departure’] Average Departure] Average Departure’] Average Departure’] Average Departurey Average
Northwest 57.5 -1.6 256 +32 6535 -991 5.01 +1.29 11.72 +1.59 0.1
North Central 57.0 -1.6 268 +35 6576 -1042 4.72 +0.25 14.64 +2.94 0.0
Northeast 56.8 -2.0 272 +45 6252 -1057 4.26 -0.13 14.55 +2.37 0.0
West Central 58.4 -1.8 236 +42 6091 -893 6.25 +1.76 13.65 +2.02 T
Central 58.9 -1.1 222 +24 5833 -1107 4.98 +0.29 14.27 +1.84 0.0
East Central 58.8 -1.9 221 +39 5634 -973 4.41 +0.07 14.44 +1.95 0.0
Southwest 60.6 -0.8 185 +21 5395 -972 6.00 +0.78 14.42 +1.66 0.0
South Central 59.8 -0.8 199 +18 5334 -1072 4.36 -0.76 14.38 +1.19 0.0
Southeast 60.6 -1.4 175 +23 5051 -1015 3.40 -1.49 13.44 -0.43 0.0
STATE 58.6 -1.5 229 +32 5897 -1014 4.85 +0.29 13.90 +1.71 T

* Departures are computed from 1981-2010 normals.

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.
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