
IOWA MONTHLY WEATHER SUMMARY – JANUARY 2025 

General Summary: Temperatures averaged 18.8 degrees or 0.7 degree below normal, while precipitation 
averaged 0.28 inch or 0.69 inch below normal. January 2025 ties 2003 as the 73rd coldest in 153 years of 
statewide records; it ties 1927 and 1961 as the 9th driest. A colder January occurred in 2022 while a drier 
one was last recorded in 1986 (5th driest). 

Temperatures: Monthly average temperatures were slightly below normal over southern Iowa with near-
normal conditions across northern Iowa. January’s statewide average maximum temperature was 29.2 
degrees, 1.1 degrees above normal, while the average minimum temperature was 8.5 degrees, 2.4 degrees 
below normal. Iowa Falls (Hardin County) reported the month’s high temperature of 63 degrees on the 
30th, 36 degrees above normal. Emmetsburg (Palo Alto County) and Pocahontas (Pocohontas County) 
reported the month’s low temperature of -22 degrees on the 22nd, on average 29 degrees below normal. 

Heating Degree Day Totals: Home heating requirements, as estimated by heating degree day totals, are 4% 
more than last January and 2% more than normal. Thus far this heating season, heating degree day totals 
are 3% more than last year at this time and 10% less than normal. 

Precipitation: January is climatologically the driest month of the year for Iowa. Most of the northern one-
third of Iowa experienced the driest January in 153 years of statewide records; multiple stations reported 
no measurable precipitation. Only a pocket of south-central Iowa reported above average precipitation 
with Bloomfield (Davis County) observing the month’s highest precipitation of 2.04 inches. The statewide 
average snowfall was 1.7 inches, 6.6 inches below normal. The highest snowfall total was measured at a 
Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow (CoCoRaHS) network gauge near Cedar Rapids (Linn County). 

US Drought Monitor: From the DNR’s Water Summary Update and Iowa Drought Plan - The current US 
Drought Monitor (USDM) shows similar drought conditions compared to December’s map published in the 
January Water Summary Update. However, drought conditions improved compared to the end of October. 
At the end of October, about 37% of Iowa was rated as D1 (Moderate Drought), and 50% was rated as D2 
(Severe Drought). By the end of January, the D1 area had increased to 54% while D2 had decreased to less 
than 1%. An unseasonably dry January, which is already the driest month of the year, explains the continued 
drought conditions. The most recent USDM, released on February 6, shows a continuation in conditions 
across portions of the state, with only one pocket of D2 covering about 1% of the state in northwest Iowa. 
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January 2025
WEATHER BY DISTRICTS

TEMPERATURE (F) HEATING DEGREE DAYS PRECIPITATION (inches)

SNOWFALL

January 2025 January 2025 Since Jul., 1, 2024 January 2025 Since Nov.1, 2024 Jan 2025

DISTRICT Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average Departure* Average

Northwest 17.1 0.3 1485 -11 3942 -487 0.09 -0.62 3.80 +0.70 0.5

North Central 16.7 0.6 1497 -18 3983 -459 0.03 -0.86 4.19 +0.38 0.3

Northeast 17.0 -0.1 1488 +2 3926 -426 0.07 -1.07 5.46 +0.74 0.8

West Central 19.4 -0.2 1414 +7 3642 -460 0.16 -0.61 4.84 +1.43 2.7

Central 18.7 -0.7 1435 +20 3655 -421 0.16 -0.76 4.90 +0.77 2.3

East Central 19.3 -1.0 1417 +32 3603 -359 0.41 -0.80 4.95 -0.14 3.2

Southwest 21.2 -1.4 1358 +43 3403 -385 0.18 -0.65 4.55 +0.73 0.7

South Central 20.6 -2.0 1376 +62 3409 -347 0.81 -0.17 5.79 +1.38 0.6

Southeast 21.0 -1.9 1364 +59 3407 -279 0.74 -0.58 5.69 +0.47 1.2

STATE 18.8 -0.7 1429 +22 3663 -399 0.28 -0.69 4.88 +0.72 1.7

The weather data in this report are based upon information collected by the U. S. Dept. of Commerce, NOAA National Weather Service.

* Departures are computed from 1991-2020 normals.
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